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I have reason to expect that I shall be enabled to assemble this force
at Trincomate on or before the middle of the month of December; and
it is my intention that it should be commanded by Colonel Wellesley,
and that Colonel Champagn6 should be the second in command.1
Instructions to Colonel Wellesley of November 5th, zSoo (Private)
To proceed up the Red Sea in order to co-operate with any British force
which may be employed in Egypt from the side of the Mediterranean.
To proceed to any point which the French may menace in India,
especially on the western side of the peninsula.
The Governments of Fort St. George and Bombay are ordered to
hold in readiness whatever troops they can spare, to act in concert with
the force assembled at Trincomalee, either in Egypt or in any part of
India; and the forces holden in readiness at each of these Presidencies
respectively, will be subject to your command. . . .
Intelligence which I have received has satisfied me that a blow might
now be struck, with every prospect of success, against the Isle of
France.* If the state of my accounts from Europe and Egypt should
leave me at liberty to make such an attempt at the close of the month
of December my anxious wish is, that you should proceed, on or
about the 25th of December, from Trincomalee directly to the Isle of
France . . .a
These instructions were followed on November I4th by
the official orders., which reiterated the above, paragraph 4
placing Colonel Wellesley in command of the Expeditionary
Force at Trincomalee, with Colonel J. Champagn^, of His
Majesty's 8oth regiment, as second in command.
On November i5th official instructions concerning the
proposed expeditionary force were also issued to Lord Clive,
Governor of Madras, who in paragraph 16 was enjoined to
draw together, at a convenient point, as large a force, European and
Native, as the internal security of the possessions subject to your Lord-
ship's government will admit; with a view to such a force being ready
1 Marquess fPelleslefs Despatches, Vol //, pp. 402-3.
* Dispatches, Vol. /, p. 23.
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